Interfaith Unity Feast

1656 Bell Road - Nashville, TN

We are drops of one ocean, leaves of one tree.

Unity of Mankind

e PowerPoint “Uniting the Human Heart”
* Welcome - Carol Mansour
* Opening Prayers

Baha'f Prayer

O Thou kind Lord! Thou hast created all humanity from the same stock. Thou hast decreed that
all shall belong to the same household. In Thy Holy Presence they are all Thy servants, and all
mankind are sheltered beneath Thy Tabernacle; all have gathered together at Thy Table of Bounty;
all are illumined through the light of Thy Providence. O God! Thou art kind to all, Thou hast pro-
vided for all, dost shelter all, conferrest life upon all. Thou hast endowed each and all with talents
and faculties, and all are submerged in the Ocean of Thy Mercy. O Thou kind Lord! Unite all. Let
the religions agree and make the nations one, so that they may see each other as one family and
the whole earth as one home. May they all live together in perfect harmony. O God! Raise aloft
the banner of the oneness of mankind. O God! Establish the Most Great Feace. Cement Thou, O
God, the hearts together. O Thou kind Father, God! Gladden our hearts through the fragrance of
Thy love. Brighten our eyes through the Light of Thy Guidance. Delight our ears with the melody of
Thy Word, and shelter us all in the Stronghold of Thy Frovidence. Thou art the Mighty and Fower-

ful, Thou art the Forgiving and Thou art the One Who overlooketh the shortcomings of all mankind
— ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Hindu Prayer
O God
Let us be united;
Let us speak in harmony;
Let our minds apprehend alike.
Common be our prayer;
Common be the end of our assembly;
Common be our resolution;
Common be our deliberations.
Alike be our feelings;
Unified be our hearts;
Common be our intentions;
Ferfect be our unity.
— Rig-Veda
Christian Prayer (Prayer will be sung by Veronica and Jennifer Hawkins)
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master,
grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;
to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.
— St. Francis of Assisi
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* Guest Speaker - Tom Price

® Music - Adrienne Ewing Roush
- Tom Shinness

* Holy Writings
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From the Baha'i Holy Writings

O contending peoples and kindreds of the earthl Set your faces towards unity, and let the
radiance of its light shine upon you. Gather ye together, and for the sake of God resolve
to root out whatever is the source of contention among you. Then will the effulgence of the
world’'s great Luminary envelop the whole earth, and its inhabitants become the citizens of
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one city, and the occupants of one and the same throne. — Baha'wllah

From the Hindu Holy Writings

Let us have concord with our own people,

and concord with people who are strangers to us;

The Divine Twins create between us and the strangers
a unity of hearts.

May we unite in our minds, unite in our purposes,

And not fight against the divine spirit within us.

Let not the battle-cry arise amidst many slain,

hor the arrows of the War-god fall with the break of day. — Atharva Veda 7.52.1-2

From the Christian Holy Writings (The FParable of the Good Samaritan )

(to put this writing into context:) A lawyer was testing Jesus as to what one should do to
inherit eternal life. Jesus asked the lawyer, “What is written in the law?” The lawyer replied,
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength,
and with all your mind, and your neighbor as your self” Jesus told the lawyer, “You have an-
swered rightly; do this and you will live.”

And the lawyer [who had come to test Jesus] said to Him: “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus
answered and said:

“A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell amonng thieves, who stripped
him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a cer-
tain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Like-
wise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side.
But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had
compassion on him, and went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and
he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day,
when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take
care of him; and whatever more you spend, when | come again, | will repay you.” So which of
these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell amongh the thieves?” And [the lawyer]

said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
— Luke 10:25-37

From the Muslim Holy Writings
For the white to lord it over the black, the Arab over the non-Arab, the rich over the poor, the

strong over the weak or men over women is out of place and wrong.
— Islam. Hadith of Ibn Majah

e Music — Tom Shinness

* Holy Writings
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From the Baha'i Holy Writings

Strive with heart and soul in order to bring about union and harmony among the white and

the black and prove thereby the unity of the Baha’l world wherein distinction of color findeth

no place, but where hearts only are considered. ...5trive earnestly and put forth your great-
est endeavor toward the accomplishment of this fellowship and the cementing of the bond of
brotherhood between you. Such an attainment is not possible without will and effort on the
part of each ... Each one should endeavor to develop and assist the other toward mutual ad-
vancement. ...Love and unity will be fostered between you, thereby bringing about the oneness
of mankind. — ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 Page 2 Unity Feast
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From the Baha’i Holy Writings

The truth is that God has endowed man with virtues, powers and ideal faculties of which nature
is entirely bereft and by which man is elevated, distinguished and superior. We must thank God
for these bestowals, for these powers He has given us, for this crown He has placed upon our
heads.

How shall we utilize these gifts and expend these bounties? By directing our efforts toward the
unification of the human race. We must use these powers in establishing the oneness of the
world of humanity, appreciate these virtues by accomplishing the unity of whites and blacks,
devote this devine intelligence to the perfecting of amity and accord among all branches of the
human family so that under the protection and providence of God the East and West may
hold each other’s hands and become as lovers. Then will mankind be as one nation, one race

and kind—as waves of one ocean. Although these waves may differ in form and shape, they

are waves of the same sea. Flowers may be variegated in colors, but they are all flowers of one
garden. Trees differ though they grown in the same orchard. All are nourished and quickened into
life by the bounty of the same rain, all grow and develop by the heat and light of the one sun, all
are refreshed and exhilarated by the same breeze that they may bring forth varied fruits. This
is according to the creative wisdom. If all trees bore the same kind of fruit, it would cease to be
delicious. In their never-ending variety man finds enjoyment instead of monotony.

— ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, The Promulgation of Universal Peace.

Music - Lift Every Yoice and Sing - (Sing-along led by Adrienne Ewing Roush)

Closing Prayer

From the Jewish and Christian Faiths
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
— Numbers 6:24-27

Closing Remarks

Refreshments
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So powerful is the light of unity @
> * that it can illuminate the whole earth.
( ’ Bahd’i Writings

The Unity Feast is sponsored by the Greater Nashville Baha'l Community

Visit us online at www.unityfeast.org
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