Interfaith Unity Feast

1656 Bell Road - Nashville, TN

We are drops of one ocean, leaves of one tree.

Reverence for Life

*  Welcome - Ann Hall
* Opening Prayers

Baha'f Prayer

O Thou kind Lord! Thou hast created all humanity from the same stock. Thou hast decreed that all
shall belong to the same household. In Thy Holy Presence they are all Thy servants, and all mankind
are sheltered beneath Thy Tabernacle; all have gathered together at Thy Table of Bounty; all are
illumined through the light of Thy Providence. O Godl Thou art kind to all, conferrest life upon all.
Thou hast endowed each and all with talents and faculties, and all are submerged in the Ocean of
Thy Mercy. O Thou kind Lord! Unite all. Let the religions agree and make the nations one, so that
they may see each other as one family and the whole earth as one home. May they all live together
in perfect harmony. O God! Raise aloft the banner of the oneness of mankind. O God! Establish the
Most Great Feace. Cement Thou, O God, the hearts together. O Thou kind Father, God! Gladden
our hearts through the fragrance of Thy love. Brighten our eyes through the Light of Thy Guidance.
Delight our ears with the melody of Thy Word, and shelter us all in the Stronghold of Thy Frovidence.
Thou art the Mighty and Fowerful, Thou art the Forgiving and Thou art the One, Who overlooketh the
shortcomings of all mankind. —Abdu’l-Bah4

Christian Prayer (The Lord’s Prayer)

Our Father, Who art in heaven,

Hallowed by thy Name

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Ammen. — Matthew 6:9-13

Muslim Prayer

No creature is there crawling on the earth,
No bird flying with its wings,

but they are nations like yourselves.

We have neglected nothing in the Book;
then to their Lord they shall be mustered.

Buddbhist Prayer

Creatures without feet have my love,
And likewise those that have two feet,
And those that have four feet | love,
And those, too, that have many feet.
Let creatures all, all things that live,
All beings of whatever kind,

See nothing that will bode them illl
May haught of evil come to them!”

e Music - lvan’s Cultural Ensemble

* Guest Speaker - Carolyn Stalcup
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* Holy Writings

From the Buddhist Holy Writings

Aware of the suffering caused by the destruction of life, | am committed to cultivating com-
passion and learning ways to protect the lives of people, animals, plants, and minerals. | am
determined not to kill, not to let others kill, and not to condone any act of killing in the world,
in my thinking, and in my way of life. — First Training, The Five Mindfulness Trainings

As a mother with her own life guards the life of her own child, let all-embracing thoughts for
all that lives be thine. — Khuddaka Patha, Metta Sutta

From the Hindu Holy Writings
The mode of living which is founded upon a total harmleseness towards all creatures or [in

case of actual necessity] upon a minimum of such harm is the highest morality. — Mahab-
harata, Shantiparva 262.5-6

From the Muslim Holy Writings

According to Abu Hurairah, the Messenger of God said, “A man traveling along a road felt
extremely thirsty and went down a well and drank. When he came up he saw a dog panting
with thirst and licking the moist earth, “This animal,” the man said, “is suffering from thirst
Jjust as much as | was.” So he went down the well again, filled his shoe with water, and taking
it in his teeth climbed out of the well and gave the water to the dog. God was pleased with
his act and granted him pardon for his sins.”— Hadith of Bukhari

God’s hand has touched even every small blade of grass which grows in the field....All crea-
tures we see contain God's deep heart and tell the story of God’s deep love.— Qur'an 6.38

From the Native American Tradition

Every part of the Earth is sacred to my people. Every shining pine needle, every sandy shore,
every mist in the dark woods, every clear and humming insect is holy in the memory and expe-
rience of my people. The sap which courses through the trees carries the memory and experi-
ence of my people.

This we know - the Earth does not belong to man - man belongs to the Earth. This we know.
All thihgs are connected like the blood which unites one family. All things are connected.

Whatever befalls the Earth - befalls the sons of the Earth. Man did not weave the web of life
- he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself.

Every part of this earth is sacred to my people. ... When the buffaloes are all slaughtered,
the wild horses all tamed, the secret corners of the forest heavy with the scent of many
men, and the views of the ripe hills blotted by talking wires, where is the thicket? Gone. Where
is the eagle? Gone

Even the white man, whose God walks and talks with him as friend to friend, cannot be
exempt from the common destiny. We may be brothers after all. We shall see. One thing we
know, which the white man may one day discover - Our God is the same God. You may think
how that you own Him as you wish to own our land, but you cannot. He is the God of man,
and His compassion is equal for red man and the white. The Earth is precious to Him, and to
harm the Earth is to heap contempt on its creator. — attributed to Chief Seattle

From the Jewish Holy Writings

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yield-
ing fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.

And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and
fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.

And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw
that it was good.

And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and
let fowl multiply in the earth.

Fage 2 Unity Feast




And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth. —Genesis chapter 1

For six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield; but in the seventh year you shall let
it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the wild beasts
may eat. You shall do likewise with your vineyard, and with your olive orchard.—Exodus 23.10-11

* Holy Writings

From the Hindu Holy Writings

Thou art the dark-blue bird and the green parrot with red eyes,

Thou hast the lighthing as thy child. Thou art the seasons and the seas.
Having no beginning, thou dost abide with all-pervadingness,

Wherefrom all beings are born.—Svetasvatara 4.2.4

Z9/

From the Baha'i Holy Writings

It is not only their fellow human beings that the beloved of God must treat with mercy and com-
passion, rather must they show forth the utmost loving-kindness to every living creature. For in
all physical respects, and where the animal spirit is concerned, the selfsame feelings are shared
by animal and man. Man hath not grasped this truth, however, and he believeth that physical
sensations are confined to human beings, wherefore is he unjust to the animals, and cruel. And
yet in truth, what difference is there when it cometh to physical sensations? The feelings are
one and the same, whether ye inflict pain on man or on beast. There is no difference here what-
ever. And indeed ye do worse to harm an animal, for man hath a language, he can lodge a com-
plaint, he can cry out and moan; if injured he can have recourse to the authorities and these will
protect him from his aggressor. But the hapless beast is mute, able neither to express its hurt
hor take its case to the authorities ... Therefore it is essential that ye show forth the utmost
consideration to the animal, and that ye be even kinder to him than to your fellow man. Train
your children from their earliest days to be infinitely tender and loving to animals. If an animal be
sick, let them try to heal it, if it be hungry, let them feed it, if thirsty, let them quench its thirst,
if weary, let them see that it rests.”

—'Abdu’l-Bah3, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha

From the Christian Faith

What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and
hine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it,
he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends

and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for | have found my sheep which was lost.
— Luke 15:4-6

e Music — lvan’s Cultural Ensemble

e C(Closing Prayer

From the Jewish and Christian Faiths
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
— Numbers 6:24-27

® C(Closing Remarks

o Refreshments ”
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The Unity Feast is sponsored by the Greater Nashville Bah4't Community

Visit us online at www.unityfeast.org Fage 3  Unity Feast




