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We are drops of one ocean, leaves of one tree.
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World Citizenship

	 •	 Welcome — Dr. Faryab Lohrasbi 

	 •	 Introduction 
“...In cycles gone by, though harmony was established, yet, owing to the absence of means, the uni-
ty of all  mankind could not have been achieved. Continents remained widely divided, nay even among 
the peoples of one and the same continent, association and interchange of thought were well nigh 
impossible. Consequently intercourse, understanding and unity amongst all the peoples and kin-
dreds of the earth were unattainable. In this day, however, means of communication have multiplied, 
and the five continents of the earth have virtually merged into one. And for everyone it is now easy 
to travel to any land, to associate and exchange views with its peoples, and to become familiar, 
through publications, with the conditions, the religious beliefs and the thoughts of all men. In like 
manner all the members of the human family, whether peoples or governments, cities or villages, 
have become increasingly interdependent. For none is self-sufficiency any longer possible, inasmuch 
as political ties unite all peoples and nations, and the bonds of trade and industry, of agriculture 
and education, are being strengthened every day. Hence the unity of all mankind can in this day be 
achieved. Verily this is none other but one of the wonders of this wondrous age....” 
— ‘Abdu’l-Bahá,  (Cited in Shoghi Effendi, “The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh”, pp.  38–39, and “The Promised Day Is 
Come”, rev. ed. (Wilmette:  Bahá’í Publishing Trust, 1980), pp. 120–121) [23] 

	 •	 Music	

	 •	 Interfaith Prayers

Bahá’í Prayer
O Thou kind Lord!  Thou hast created all humanity from the same stock.  Thou hast decreed 
that all shall belong to the same household.  In Thy Holy Presence they are all Thy servants, and 
all mankind are sheltered beneath Thy Tabernacle; all have gathered together at Thy Table of 
Bounty; all are illumined through the light of Thy Providence. O God!  Thou art kind to all, Thou 
hast provided for all, dost shelter all, conferrest life upon all.  Thou hast endowed each and all 
with talents and faculties, and all are submerged in the Ocean of Thy Mercy.  O Thou kind Lord!  
Unite all.  Let the religions agree and make the nations one, so that they may see each other 
as one family and the whole earth as one home.  May they all live together in perfect harmony. 
O God!  Raise aloft the banner of the oneness of mankind. O God!  Establish the Most Great 
Peace. Cement Thou, O God, the hearts together. O Thou kind Father, God!  Gladden our hearts 
through the fragrance of Thy love.  Brighten our eyes through the Light of Thy Guidance. Delight 
our ears with the melody of Thy Word, and shelter us all in the Stronghold of Thy Providence. 
Thou art the Mighty and Powerful, Thou art the Forgiving and Thou art the One Who overlooketh 
the shortcomings of all mankind .— ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 

Hindu Prayer
Meet together, speak together, 
let your minds be of one accord,
as the Gods of old, being of one mind,
accepted their share of the sacrifice.

May your counsel be common, your assembly common,
common the mind, and the thoughts of these united.
A common purpose do I lay before you,
and worship with your common oblation.

Let your aims be common,
and your hearts of one accord,
and all of you be of one mind,
so you may live well together.
— Rig Veda 10.191.2-4 
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	 •	 Speaker — Taraneh Lohrasbi

	 •	 Holy Writings

Bahá’í Prayer 
O contending peoples and kindreds of the earth! Set your faces towards unity, and let the 
radiance of its light shine upon you. Gather ye together, and for the sake of God resolve 
to root out whatever is the source of contention among you. Then will the effulgence of the 
world’s great Luminary envelop the whole earth, and its inhabitants become the citizens of 
one city, and the occupants of one and the same throne. — Bahá’u’llah, Gleanings 

Hindu Prayer
Let us have concord with our own people,
and concord with people who are strangers to us;
The Divine Twins create between us and the strangers
a unity of hearts.

May we unite in our minds, unite in our purposes,
and not fight against the divine spirit within us.
Let not the battle-cry arise amidst many slain,
nor the arrows of the War-god fall with the break of day.— Atharva Veda 7.52.1-2 
 
 
Christian Prayer 
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood, as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love; 
for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. 
— St. Francis of Assisi 
		

	 •	 Holy Writings

From the Muslim Holy Writings
O mankind! We created you from a single soul, male and female, and made you into nations 
and tribes, so that you may come to know one another. Truly, the most honored of you in 
God’s sight is the greatest of you in piety. God is All-Knowing, All-Aware. — Qu’ran 49:13 
 
Hold fast, all together, to God’s rope, and be not divided among yourselves. Remember with 
gratitude God’s favor on you, for you were enemies and He joined your hearts in love, so that 
by His grace you became brethren. You were on the brink of the fiery Pit, and He saved you 
from it. Thus does God make His signs clear to you, that you may be guided.

Let there arise out of you one community, inviting to all that is good, enjoining what is right, 
and forbidding what is wrong: those will be prosperous. Be not be like those who are divided 
amongst themselves and fall into disputations after receiving clear signs: for them is a 
dreadful penalty. — Qu’ran 3:103-5 
 
From the Jewish Holy Writings
Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!
It is like the precious oil upon the head,
running down upon the beard, upon the beard of Aaron,
running down on the collar of his robes!
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion!
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing,
life for evermore. — Psalm 133 
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From the Christian Holy Writings
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets. — Matthew 22: 35-40

From the Bahá’í Holy Writings
Indeed, the world of humanity is like one kindred and one family. Because of the climatic dif-
ferences of the zones, through the passing of ages colors have become different. In the torrid 
zone, on account of the intensity of the effect of the sun throughout the ages the black race 
appeared. In the frigid zone, on account of the severity of the cold and the ineffectiveness of the 
heat of the sun throughout the ages the white race appeared. In the temperate zone, the  yel-
low, brown and red race came into existence. But in reality mankind is one race. Because it is of 
one race unquestionably there must be  unity and harmony and no separation or discord.

Gracious God! The animal, notwithstanding, that it is a captive of nature and nature completely 
dominateth it, attacheth no important to color. For instance, thou dost behold that the black, 
white, yellow, blue and other colored pigeons are in utmost harmony with one another. They 
never give importance to color. Likewise sheep and the beasts, despite differences in color, are in 
utmost love and unity. It is strange that man hath made color a means of strife. — ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 
The Power of Unity, page 48, #4.

From the Christian Holy Writings
Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But 
I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you. — Matthew 4:43-44 

From the Buddhist Holy Writings
You must harbor no ill will toward anyone and harm no living creature. — Eight-fold Path #2 
 
World peace begins with inner peace, tolerance and compassion. Once people develop compassion 
-- mercy and forgiveness -- more meaningful dialogue can take place which will ultimately lead to 
a less violent world. In order to understand meaningful dialogue first you must understand oth-
ers’ interests and you must respect them as your brothers and sisters and also consider them 
as a part of yourself. People could look to the example of a nurturing mother to understand true 
compassion. — The Dalai Lama		  		

	 •	 Music

	 •	 Closing Prayer

From the Jewish and Christian Faiths 
The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
— Numbers 6:24-27

	 •	 Closing Remarks

	 •	 Refreshments

The Unity Feast is sponsored by the Greater Nashville Bahá’í Community
Visit us online at www.unityfeast.org


